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MULTIPLE AND MULTI-DIMENSIONAL 
PRIMARY-SECONDARY SCHOOL TRANSITIONS:

Using Drama to Facilitate Transitions



Introduction 

Implemented in one Scottish local authority, this 
longitudinal study’s purpose was to understand 
how drama might support young people and their 
significant others’ multiple and multi-dimensional 
transitions during the move from primary to 
secondary school (Jindal-Snape, 2016, MMT theory). 
Based on the theory and practice of Neelands and 
Goode (2015), four drama workshops were facilitated 
in P7 (final year of primary school in Scotland) and 
one in S1 (first year of secondary school in Scotland). 
The workshops enabled the pupils and the workshop 
leaders to work together to establish a dramatised, 
fictional world where everyone could safely explore 
their excitement and concerns around the theme of 
transitions. This comic anthology is based on this work 
and data collected over three time points.

The comics include verbatim quotes and interpretation 
of the data.
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You could use this comic with a child you are working with at any time, but it will be particularly relevant 
in the year leading up to the child’s transitions from primary to secondary school and in the period 
following their move to secondary school. 

You will see that in the comic we refer to multiple and multi-dimensional primary-secondary school 
transitions to acknowledge that this is a significant time not only for the child but for other people in the 
child’s life such as family members (parents/carers, siblings, grandparents, uncles, aunts etc), teachers 
and others. All these individuals are also going through a period of change. and related transitions. Also, 
changes and transitions that impact one person can affect others.

Here are some suggested activities/questions to use with the child.

Professionals: 
How you might want to use this resource

• Are there any of the children in the comic 
that you can relate to? What they are saying/
how they are feeling? Point to the image(s). 

• What are you looking forward to about 
moving to a new school?

• What (if anything) are you worried about?

• Who has helped you during this period? 

• What has helped you during this period?

• Were there any bits of advice that you thought were particularly helpful? Point to the image(s).

• What did you think about the advice from the S1 pupils?

• How did the advice make you feel?

• Think about the transitions people you know are 
going through as you prepare for the move to 
secondary school. 

• How are people in your family feeling (parents/
carers, siblings, grandparents, uncles, aunts etc.?

• How are your friends feeling?

• How are your teachers feeling?

1. Look through the first comic together ‘My transitions, my views’ then ask some or all of the 
following questions. You could do a drawing activity together like the children in the comic.

2. Look through the second comic together ‘Talking about transitions’ then ask some or all of the 
following questions.

3. Look through the third comic together “Understanding transitions through drama: The gift’ then 
ask some or all of the following questions. 
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You could use this comic with your child at any time, but it will be particularly relevant in the year leading 
up to your child’s transitions from primary to secondary school and in the period following their move 
to secondary school. 

You will see that in the comic we refer to multiple and multi-dimensional primary-secondary school 
transitions to acknowledge that this is a significant time not only for your child but for you as parent/
carer and other people in your child’s life such as other family members (siblings, grandparents, uncles, 
aunts etc), teachers and others. You are all going through a period of change and related transitions. Also, 
changes and transitions that impact one person can affect others. 

Here are some suggested activities/questions to use with your child.

Parents/carers: 
How you might want to use this comic with your child

• Are there any of the children in the comic 
that you can relate to? What they are saying/
how they are feeling? Point to the image(s).

• What are you looking forward to about 
moving to a new school?

• What (if anything) are you worried about?

• Who has helped you during this period?

• What has helped you during this period?

• Were there any bits of advice that you thought were particularly helpful? Point to the image(s). 

• What did you think about the advice from the S1 pupils?

• How did the advice make you feel?

• Think about the transitions people you know are 
going through as you prepare for the move to 
secondary school. 

• How are people in your family feeling?

• How are your friends feeling? 

• How are your teachers feeling?

1. Look through the first comic together ‘My transitions, my views’ then ask some or all of the 
following questions. You could do a drawing activity together like the children in the comic.

2. Look through the second comic together ‘Talking about transitions’ then ask some or all of the 
following questions.

3. Look through the third comic together ‘Understanding transitions through drama: The gift’ then 
ask some or all of the following questions. 

14



William D. Barlow is a Senior Lecturer in the School of Education 
at the University of Aberdeen. He is a member of Transformative 
Change: Educational and Life Transitions (TCELT) Research 
Centre at the University of Dundee and an editor of the 
International Journal of Educational and Life Transitions.

Tony Goode has been both a Junior and Secondary school teacher 
and also a Teacher Educator. After more than 25 years working at 
all levels in Higher Education he now devotes his time to freelance 
performing arts/arts education consultancy and practice.

Elizabeth F.S. Hannah is Reader in Educational Psychology in 
the School of Humanities, Social Sciences and Law, and a Director 
of the Transformative Change: Educational and Life Transitions 
(TCELT) Research Centre at the University of Dundee.

Divya Jindal-Snape is Professor and Personal Chair of Education, 
Inclusion and Life Transitions in the School of Humanities, Social 
Sciences and Law, and Director of the Transformative Change: 
Educational and Life Transitions (TCELT) Research Centre at 
the University of Dundee.

Tricia Tooman is a health services and medical education 
researcher at the University of Aberdeen, Scotland.

CONTRIBUTOR BIOGRAPHIES

Monica Burns is a comic artist based in Aberdeen, Scotland. They graduated from the 
MLitt in Comics and Graphic Novels with the University of Dundee in 2017. You can find 
their work on Instagram at @thren_art 

Clio Ding (@clio.ding) is a Singaporean art educator and a comic artist who dabbles with 
drawing and writing about comics when not occupied with food and goldfish.

Tasha Santiago (@potatursh) studied digital animation at Singapore Polytechnic. She 
creates local comics for CS comics, a Singaporean superhero franchise.

15

https://www.instagram.com/clio.ding/
https://www.instagram.com/potatursh/



